STAT

STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302640081-1

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302640081-1

ARTICL
ON PAG

1

E APPEARED
E 3

THE NEW YORK TIMES
10 October 1981

U.S. Accuses Soviet of ‘Disinformation”

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN -
" SpecialtoThO New York Timms
- WASHINGTON, Oct. 9 — The State
Department accused the Soviet Union
today of using forgery, ‘‘disinforma-
tion” and biackmail *“to discredit and
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tions.” . U LT

als or governments

fectively.” It said that Soviet measures,

however, “have had some success and
remain. a-major, if little under-
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organizations; clandestine

radio stations; exploitation of a nation’s

academic, potitical;: - economic - and

media figures as coilaborators to influ-

encepolicies of thenation.”” .~ -~ -
In one developing country, according

they
;tood.elemgnot mn foniypoﬁqy.';

. Soviet forgeries are produced and cir-
culated “to mislead foreign govern-.
. ments, media and public opinion’ and
| ape better made than in the past, the
document said. In one case, it said,
Soviet agents, seeking to upset plans for
allied modernization of medium-rangs l
nuclear weapons, *‘circulated a forged
l'top secret’ letter’” from Cyrus R.:
Vance, who was then Secretary of State, |
to another Western Foreign Minister. °
The report said that as part of the .
“disinformation” campaign, agents of’
the Soviet Union spread a *‘false rumor”’
that the United States was behind the
seizure of the Grand Mosque of Mecca in
November 1979, In another case, the de-
partment said, a . Western- European
country was warned that the United:
States was planning a-coup. b
“particularly egregious’’ example, it
said, was a Tass allegation in August
that the United States was behind the
death in a plane crash of Brig. Gen.
Omar Torrijos Herrera, the Panama-
nianleader. N
The repoft said that Moscow uses
friendship and cultural groups in many
countries “‘to contact people who would
not participate in avowedly pro-Soviet
or Communist organizations.” In addi-
tion, it said, the Soviet Union sometimes
provides money for groups that did not
previously have close association . with
the Soviet Union, in order to attract a
wider political spectrund. .. * : ]
aking advantage of the. Western de-
sire for trade, the Soviet Union.uses a.|
variety -of ‘‘covert: economic maneu-
vers,” according to the department. It
said a Soviet ambassador in a. Western
European country had warned a local
‘businessman that his sales to Moscow,
would suffer if he provided technical aid
toChina. I ST
In ancther country, the report said,
Soviet agents sought to cause X
over the stability of the dollar by driving
upthepriceofgold:n | --rux L a2 g

mote opposition in Western Europe:to
the modernization of medium-range pu-

clear weapons and against the peutron-
warhead, but it asserted that in-both
cases “not all opposition’ was inspired

bytheRusslans. . - v eeeol




